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The rise of the CubeSat

A decade ago, CubeSats were just educational tools, a way for
university students to place a simple Sputnik in space. Now these 10-
centimeter boxes, built with off-the-shelf technology and costing
hundreds of thousands of dollars rather than hundreds of millions, have
taken off. More than 75 were launched this year, a record. What's
more, the little boxes are starting to do real science.

Increased and affordable access to space is driving much of the boom.
CubeSats can hitch a ride on commercial or government rockets
carrying bigger spacecraft, or they can be pushed out the door of the
International Space Station. The rapid-fire launch rate is encouraging

Source: http://www.sciencemag.org/content/346/6216/1444 full
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